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facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 
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by applicant's attorney, Robert J. Jacobson: 

1, This Certificate of facsimile Transmission dated 
November 12, 2008 (one page); and 

2. Statement of Substance of Interview dated November 12, 
- 2008 (two pages) including Exhibit A (two pages). 
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This Statement of Substance of Interview relates to the 
telephone interview of October 22, 2003 (it is believed that 
the Examiner inadvertently recorded the date as October 23/ 
2008) . 

Applicant had facsimile transmitted a Respective 
Request For Phone Interview dated October 21, 2008, 
including "Attachment A for interview purposes" (total, two 
pages, attached as Exhibit. A) . The Examiner called the 
undersigned on October 22, 2008 and answered the questions 
of the Respective Request for Phone Interview, namely, the 
Examiner stated 1) that present claim 10 (on October 22, 
200R) had not been subjected to substantive examination 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and § 103 and 2) that new proposed 
claim 10 would not involve any issues such as nonstatutory 
subject matter issues and as amended would not be rejected 
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In re application of: Nippon Shokubai Co., Ll<J, 
Serial No.: 10/585,793 
Filed; July 12, 2006 

For: Method for producing acrylic acid 
Examiner: Cho r Jennifer Y. 
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Respective Request For Phone Interview 

The undersigned respectively requests a phone 
interview. Applicant has the following specific 
questions for the phone interview: 

1) Whether or not present claim 10, as rejected 
under 35 USC § 1,12 and § 101, has been subjected to 
substantive examination under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and 

5 103; and 

2) whether or not the new proposed claim 10, as 
shown in "At t achment A, " would involve any issues such 
as nonstatutory subject matter issues. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: /fl'?V* ZOO<% 

Robert J. [ Jai&hsan~ 

Reg. No. 32,419 
Tel. No.: (651) 699-7900 650 Brimhall Street South 

Fax. No.: (651) 699-7901 St. Paul, MN 55116-1511 
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Attachment A for inter view purposes 

1. (previously presented) A process for producing 
acrylic acid, comprising the steps of: 

a) vaporizing a raw material comprising an aqueous 
glycerol solution to generate a first gas, wherein said 
aqueous glycerol solution has a water content of not more 
than 2 0* by weight; 

b) applying a dehydration reaction to glycerol in a gas 
phase that .includes said tirst gas; and then 

c) app.lying a yeas phase oxidation reaction to a gaseous 
reaction product formed by the dehydration reaction to obtain 
.said acrylic acid. 

Present claim 10: A use of acrylic acid obtained by 
Lhe process for producing acrylic acid according to claim 1 
as a raw material for producing a water-absorbent resin. 

New p roposed c laim 1,0 : A process for producing a 
water-absorbent resin from glycerol as a raw material, 
comprising the steps of: producing acrylic acid from 
glycerol as a raw material by the process according to claim 
1; and then polymer i 7ing said acrylic acid to obtain a water- 
absorbent resin . 
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